
 
October 31, 2019 

 
 
 
 

TO:  Principals 
 
FROM: Erin Granier 
   
RE:     “Share the Dream” Essay Contest 

 
 
Enclosed is information concerning the “Share the Dream” Essay Contest.  Language 
arts teachers are asked to announce this contest to all students and to distribute the 
guidelines for participation.  Participation in the contest is voluntary and students may 
write essays at home or in school.  Each entry must be the original work of the student. 
 
Essays and signed Information Release forms should be turned in to students’ 
Language Arts teachers who are requested to attach an identification form to each 
essay.  The teacher should keep the Information Release forms on file for at least one 
year.  Entries should be sent on or before Friday, December 6, 2019, to: 
 
    Dr. Martin Luther King Commemorative Organization 
    P. O. Box 413 
    Hahnville, LA 70057 

 
Please encourage your students to participate in this essay contest.  If you need 
additional information or have any questions, please contact Kamau Odinga at 985-783-
2361. 
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cc: Dr. Ken Oertling 
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Erin Granier 
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“SHARE THE DREAM” ESSAY CONTEST 
Sponsored by the Dr. Martin Luther King Commemorative Organization 

 
Students should read the following before they begin writing (or teachers/parents 
may read it aloud): 
 
As you write your essays in celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday, you are 
encouraged to conduct research and reflect on the life of this great African American.   
Every student in every grade can participate by being creative and original as they relate 
Dr. King’s contributions to the realities of today, and their own projections for tomorrow.  
Dr. King’s voice was more than a “DREAM” but resulted in steps towards freedom, 
peace and potential for all people.  Be reminded that his prophetic vision stood for 
peaceful and nonviolent resolution of differences.  His messages expanded the concept 
of democracy and made America a more accessible and inclusive society.  Let this 
essay, through your own words, speak for you, your family, school, community, country, 
and the world. 
 
Guidelines for Participation: 
           
1. The contest is open to all students in St. Charles Parish, grades kindergarten 

through twelve, on a voluntary basis. 
 
2. Grade level categories:   K-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-12 
 
3. Awards from each grade level category: 
 
 First Place  $100 Cashier’s Check, Trophy, and Certificate 
 Second Place             Trophy and Certificate 
 Third Place  Trophy and Certificate 

 
4. Participants should select a title/theme and develop their essays with clarity and 

proper English usage in accordance with their grade level.  The contest 
encourages students to research and reflect on the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.  Students are expected to be creative and original as they relate Dr. King’s 
contributions to the realities of today and their projections for tomorrow.   

 
5. See the attached information about how the essay will be scored. 
 
6. Students should complete an Identification Form at school. 
 
7. All entries and Information Release forms are to be submitted to Language Arts 

teachers.  Teachers are to file the Information Release forms at school for at 
least one year and attach the Identification Form to each entry.  Entry deadline 
is Friday, December 6, 2019. 

 
All contest winners are asked to attend the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative 
Celebration at the Eual J. Landry School gymnasium in Hahnville on Monday, January 
20, 2020, at 12:00 noon.  First place winners will read their winning essays on this 
occasion.  For more information, contact Kamau Odinga at 985-783-2361. 


